Methods of Work

The Commission

The Commission carries out its work at annual sessions, which are held in alternate years at United Nations Headquarters in New York and at the Vienna International Centre at Vienna. Each working group of the Commission typically holds one or two sessions a year, depending on the subject-matter to be covered; these sessions also alternate between New York and Vienna. 

In addition to member States, all States that are not members of the Commission, as well as interested international organizations, are invited to attend sessions of the Commission and of its working groups as observers. Observers are permitted to participate in discussions at sessions of the Commission and its working groups to the same extent as members.

Working Groups

The Commission has established six working groups to perform the substantive preparatory work on topics within the Commission's programme of work. Each of the working groups is composed of all member States of the Commission.

The six working groups and their current topics are as follows:

· Working Group I - Procurement 

· Working Group II - International arbitration and conciliation 

· Working Group III - Transport law 

· Working Group IV - Electronic commerce 

· Working Group V - Insolvency law 

· Working Group VI - Security interests 

International Commercial Arbitration & Conciliation

· 2002 - UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Conciliation 

· 1996 - UNCITRAL Notes on Organizing Arbitral Proceedings 

· 1985 - UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration 

· 1982 - Recommendations to assist arbitral institutions and other interested bodies with regard to arbitrations under the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 

· 1980 - UNCITRAL Conciliation Rules 

· 1976 - UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 

International Sale of Goods (CISG) and Related Transactions

· 1992 - UNCITRAL Legal Guide on International Countertrade Transactions 

· 1983 - Uniform Rules on Contract Clauses for an Agreed Sum Due upon Failure of Performance 

· 1980 - United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG) 

· 1974 - Convention on the Limitation Period in the International Sale of Goods
· the "New York" Convention
  

Insolvency

· 2004 - UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law 
· 1997 - UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency 

International Payments

· 2001 - United Nations Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in International Trade 

· 1995 - United Nations Convention on Independent Guarantees and Stand-by Letters of Credit 

· 1992 - UNCITRAL Model Law on International Credit Transfers 

· 1988 - United Nations Convention on International Bills of Exchange and International Promissory Notes 

 International Transport of Goods

· 1991 - United Nations Convention on the Liability of Operators of Transport Terminals in International Trade 

· 1982 - Unit of Account Provision and Provisions for the Adjustment of the Limit of Liability in International Transport and Liability Conventions 

· 1978 - United Nations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea - the "Hamburg Rules" 

Electronic Commerce

· 2005 - United Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications 
in International Contracts 

· 2001 - UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Signatures 

· 1996 - UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce    

· 1985 - Recommendation on the Legal Value of Computer Records 

Procurement & Infrastructure Development

· 2003 - Model Legislative Provisions on Privately Financed Infrastructure Projects 

· 2000 - UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Privately Financed Infrastructure Projects 

· 1994 - UNCITRAL Model Law on Procurement of Goods, Construction and Services 

· 1993 - UNCITRAL Model Law on Procurement of Goods and Construction 

· 1987 - UNCITRAL Legal Guide on Drawing Up International Contracts for the Construction of Industrial Works 

