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Economic integration is an actual issue nowadays, present under various forms all over the world, a phenomenon whose theoretical and practical development gained momentum. Economists specialised in international trade gave the definition of the concept of economic integration, that expresses a factual state or a complex process that implies mixing the economies previously separated in extended trade regions. As a process, this integration designates the measures destined to eliminate discrimination between economic units belonging to different national states; as a factual state, the economic integration may be represented by the absence of the various forms of discrimination between nationale economies. The Customs Union, as an advaced form of this phenomenon, is an expression of the positive economic integration which reflects, besides the modification of existing instruments or institutions, the creation of new ones, so that they allow the market of the integrated area to function correctly and efficiently. The cardinal element of the Customs Union is represented by the common external tariff.
The motivation for the elaboration of the PhD. thesis is reflected by the folowing 3 coordinates:

1. the relative novelty regarding the approach on this theme in Romanian scientific research;

2. the importance and topicality of thoroughly studying the theme after Romania’s accession to the EU;

3. my personal area of professional competence in this field, as a consequence of having worked in the customs institutional system of Romania during the last 25 years and as a result of the perfectioning stages developed abroad along my career.
The research aim is represented by the study of the common tariff and its consequnces from the theoretical and practical perspectives, by the comparative measurement of the implications of Romania adopting the Common Customs Tariff of the EU, as well as the development of the way in which our country should act regarding the Common Trade Policy.
The contents of the thesis – structural approach, conclusions and personal contributions 

Due to the complexity and depth of the research, the thesis is structured in 7 chapters plus the final section for conclusions and suggestins, in order to optimally cover all the relevant aspects of the scientific approach. 
In the context of the transformations undergone by trade exchanges and the associated policies, I demonstrated, in Chapter 1 (“Historical Evolution and Recent Trends in International Trade and Trade Policies”), the importance of cooperation within the institutional architecture of the global system, as an exigence for the sustainability of the relations among countries and for the coordonate adjustment of the existing imbalances worldwide, which have considerably extended lately. For this purpose, I emphasized the fact that those imbalances are a complex macroeconomic phenomenon, generated by the discrepancies among countries with respect to the ratio of the income, consumption and investments, therefore it is an aspect that transcends trade policy, so that the solution is not the return to protectionism and implicitly the multiplication of trade barriers. At the same time, I explained the modification of the importance of the various categories of states in time, regarding world trade, as well as the groups of goods, after the international specialization.
In Chapter 2 (“New Theoretical Approaches Regarding International Trade and International Trade Policies”) I presented the most recent scientific directions regarding international trade relations, appeared as a consequence of the necessity to explain a series of evolutions in the field, which were not fully covered by the traditional approaches, emphasizing the issue of intra-industrial trade. In the development of the thesis I insisted especially on the political economy approach because, although the customs tariff is an instrument with economic characteristics, it also implies features of internal and external policies, this approach being relatively new in the field of local scientific research. 
Chapter 3 (“Common Customs Tariff as the Angular Stone of Community Trade Policy”) evaluates the implications of the EU tariff, realising a theoretical and empirical analysis, underlining the specific features of the Community Trade Policy and the practical aspects of the customs taxing. Moreover, I insisted on the juridical and economic aspects of the community tarrif, as well as on its evolutional, structural and comparative analysis. I paid special attention to CAP, as an important instrument of the trade policy of the EU, due to the fact that its main constituent is represented by the organisation of the market of individual agriculture products, by sustainig the internal prices which are usually higher than the international ones, a situation which is unacceptable without adopting the correct fronteer measures.
In Chapter 4 (“The European Union’s Trade Policy in Relation to Different Countries, Groups of Countries and to the Multilateral Perspective”) I presented the community system of preferential trade agreements, which were initially directed especially towards the neighbouring countries and former colonies, but subsequently extended to transcontinental agreements without any geographical or historical confinement, the system being adapted according to the GATT/WTO norms and to the categories of states for which it is intended. In addition, I analised the interconditioning between trade and other variabiles, such as intellectual property, policy in the competition field, protection of the environment and work standards. Finally, I examined one of the major causes of the disagreement in the case of the Doha Round of multilateral trade negotiations – agriculture products trade.
Chapter 5 (“Theoretical Considerations Regarding the Economic Integration, Stages and Effects of the Integration”) analyses the theory of customs unions and free trade areas, detailing the characteristics of the theoretical concepts of “trade creation”, “trade diversion” and “unilateral tariff reduction”, emphasizing the fact that when trade creation is superior to trade diversion, concomitantly with a significant increase of trade exchanges with third countries, the general welfare effect is beneficial, both for the participant states and for the rest. From this perspective, the creation and evolution of EEC / EU was beneficial. This chapter brings a relatively new approach for the Romanian scientific research in this field, underlining the fact that the greatest problem in establishing the effects of the integration is the classic one – the counterfactual one, common to all the similar research fields: we simply don’t know what would have happened to Europe or to the rest of the world if the European integration hadn’t been accomplished, which means that we can never quantify the exact impact of the integration. 
In Chapter 6 (“Romania’s Trade Policy in the Process of Accession and as a Member of the European Union”) I emphasized the dynamic of our country’s trade policy during the last 90 years, given the internal and international context, evidentiating the efforts made in order to adapt to the specific reality of the respective periods. By researching the evolution of external trade and trade policy, I distinguished three stages having specific prevailing features: Romania during the pre- and inter-war capitalist period, Romania during the socialist period, having a centrally-planned economic system, and Romania during the market economy period (subdivided in the transition stage to which it is added the association to the EU, and the post-accession stage).
Chapter 7 (“The Effects of Romania’s Association to and Integration into the EU”) identifies, within the study of the implications of our country’s adopting the Community Customs Tariff, the practical materialisation of the concepts of trade creation and diversion in relation to the EU and the other states, as well as the evolution of intra-industrial trade, at the same time underlining the modifications of tariff protection for the various gruops of products.
Finally, I paid special attention to the actual ways of promoting the national interest in the mechanism of negociation and establishment of the Common Trade Policy, by means of the agreements for reciprocal support and by identifying the cooperation partners, thus contesting the opinions according to which the states members lost the possibility to influence trade policy; as well as underlining the necessity that, by means of a pragmatic approach within the community vote system, the importance of our country be correctly valued in the EU, regarding territorial surface and population size because, as the illustrious Romanian diplomat and politician Nicolae Titulescu put it, “the future of Europe is anchored in Romania, as solidly as Romania is anchored in the European  values and spirit”.
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